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Dear fellow St. Paul’s worshippers, 

 

Six months is a long time for a sanctuary to sit unused, and we miss the community and encouragement from worshipping our 

faithful God together in that sacred space. 

 

Church Council understands some of us are ready to be together again in that sanctuary:  however, COVID-19 remains a        

concern, making the future uncertain.  This means as Christians, we are called to care for and love one another in ways we   

have not in the past.  There are sacrifices required that will infringe on what we are accustomed to calling meaningful worship.  

Still, we honor God and each other by accepting the temporary limitations in order that we may be together in God’s presence. 

 

In-sanctuary worship begins Sunday, September 13 at our usual 10 a.m. time.  Here are details that you will appreciate   

knowing before services begin. 

 

GATHERING 

1.   Please register in advance by calling (616.949.0880) or e-mailing the church office (grstpaulsumc@gmail.com) by Noon   

on Saturday.  Include the number of your family planning to attend.  This will let trustees and custodial staff plan for     

socially distanced seating.  If you decide late about attending the service, we still welcome you to come. 

2.   Please do not attend if you are not feeling well or have any of these symptoms: Fever, cough, shortness of breath, sore 

throat, runny nose, nausea, diarrhea. 

3.   Only restrooms on the main floor will be available for use. 

4.   Ushers and greeters will be present at the church entrance and the narthex to help maintain 6-foot distancing.  Ushers 

will also be in the sanctuary to direct you to seating to keep the 6-foot distance between families. 

5.   Following CDC guidelines, and considering the average age of our congregation, properly worn masks will be required.  

Safety first. 

6.   Hand sanitizer and masks will be readily available. 

WORSHIPPING 

1.   The length of the service will be about 20-30 minutes. 

2.   There will be no congregational singing as health officials feel this could increase the risk for spread. 

3.   When you register for worship, you may include any prayer requests you wish to be raised in worship. There will also    

be time during the service to verbally share prayer requests. 

4.   An offertory box will be available in the narthex to receive your gifts.  Online gifts or mailed checks are also encouraged. 

SENDING FORTH 

1.   Worshippers will be excused by ushers beginning at the back of the sanctuary. 

2.   Worshippers are expected to leave the church immediately following the service; coffee and cookies will not be served  

until a future date. 

3.   You are welcome to socialize in the parking lot at a safe distance, with masks. 

 

We anticipate worshipping together again with joy and hopefulness.  God bless each one of you.  Please stay safe. 

 

If you have further questions or concerns you may contact Peg Edvenson @ 455-8167 or pedvenson@gmail.com 



 
Brunch Bunch 

Daily Devotions 

Dear Church Friends, 

The Upper Room for September and October is now available in Large Print and regular 

size. 

My Daily Bread for September, October and November is also available. 

Both are in the box on the bench by the front door of the church.  You may pick them up 

at your convenience.  If you would like a copy mailed to you, email or leave a voicemail at 

the church.  

Many of you are also using St. Paul’s email for Daily Devotions– If you are not getting 

those emails and would like to, send a message to the church email.  Pastor Gini has 

been hard at work writing many of these, but you can help her out.  You may write a    

devotional or send in one you have read that is meaningful to you.     

Send those to Peg Edvenson—pedvenson@gmail.com     

 

CAP 

Please remember that FREE counseling is available in a number of differing manners 

through CAP (Church Assistance Program) at Pine Rest of Grand Rapids.  It covers a  

variety of areas such as personal counseling, financial, legal, and more.  Contact Pastor 

Gini (269-274-9416) or Pine Rest directly.  Simply tell them you are a member of           

St. Paul’s and want to avail yourself of CAP.  Be well.  Be at peace. 

 

 

 

Brunch Bunch continues to meet on the first Friday of the month.  We are just 

meeting via Zoom now!  We are also meeting on the third Friday in the parking lot 

as the weather allows.  All women are invited to join either or both as time allows.  

If you want the Zoom link, contact Peg Edvenson at pedvenson@gmail.com 



 
 

From the Finance Committee 

 

To our members and friends, 

A huge “thank you” for continuing to give during this Pandemic.  Your faithful-

ness is amazing.  It will be a great day when we can begin to Worship in person 

again.  Until that time, stay healthy and THANK YOU.  - Your Finance Commit-

tee 

 

Financial Statements Through July 31, 2020 

Income                                              Expenses                                   Net Income 

$122,403                                              $116,520                                     $5883 

 

Capital Projects Update Through 8/19/2020 

Giving                                                Goal 

$12,628                                                $15,000 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The church received the following note from Wayne Whittington, a long time 

member of St. Paul's: 

"Thank you for remembering me in your mailings.  I'm a fourth generation 

member of St. Paul's dating way back to Jefferson Ave.  My folks had many 

jobs in this church over the years.  I wish I could give more than I do.  You 

are all in my prayers daily.  May God continue to bless St. Paul's for many 

years to come.  Thank you for the Messenger.—Wayne W" 

If you would like to send Wayne a note, his address is: 

Wayne Whittington 

PO Box 71   Cedar Springs, MI  49319 

 

Thank you for the prayers, cards and food after my knee surgery.  All of you, 

along with physical therapy, have helped me heal quickly! - Peg Edvenson 

 

 

Change of address: 

Beverly Gassdorf has a change of address: 

Holland Home Raybrook Manor #240 

2121 Raybrook St SE   

Grand Rapids, MI 49546 

 

 

https://www.umcor.org/


  

 

Our Hurting World   

     

The September 2020 Hurting World contributions will help empower 

children with disabilities through comprehensive rehabilitation and  

inclusive education. 

 

As disciples, we have chosen to embrace mercy and sharing with all 

peoples, as did Jesus Christ. The St. Paul’s Missions Committee 

recommends support for the Princess Basma Centre in Palestine. 

They specialize in the rehabilitation of children with disabilities in 

East Jerusalem and also in the West Bank and Gaza. A mid-2012 

survey found the total number of children with severe disabilities 

can be estimated at 30,630. Children remain to be one of the most 

marginalized groups in Palestine. They continue to be isolated in  

their communities with limited access to health care services and  

education, which is exactly what is being provided at PBC from an  

inclusive approach which concentrates on rehabilitation and education. 

 

With this project, Princess Basma Centre will continue to develop 

the outreach project to maximize the reach to children with 

disabilities in the West Bank who benefit from the rehabilitation 

services at the centre. The main goal of the project is to increase 

the reach of adequate and professional rehabilitation and 

treatment services to children with disabilities in the south of the West 

Bank.  

https://www.umcor.org/


 
 

St. Paul’s Church Council Meeting Summary 

August 11, 2020 
   

Pastor Gini – Was ill tonight, but asked that council discuss a 

return to in-person, indoor worship. From the survey taken  

earlier this summer, 45% of members want to return to in-person 

worship ASAP. Many items were discussed to keep members 

safe, including wearing masks, social distancing, and a box 

where members may drop off their offering.  A motion was made, 

seconded and passed to form an ad hoc committee which will  

develop a protocol for this return to in-person, indoor worship. 

This protocol will be presented to council for approval in the next 

2 weeks and then communicated to all members. A September  

re-start is the goal.   

 

Worship – They will meet soon to work on ideas for the return 

to in-person worship.   

 

Missions – Hurting World offerings will be for:  August – 

Church development in the interior of Panama, September – 

Princess Basma Center in Palestine for disabled children,  

October – Global Health and Church Development in the      

Philippines, November – Haiti Women Artisans for Peace.   

 

SPRC – 1) Our nursery workers have resigned, so we are no 

longer paying anyone for this position. We may need to re-hire 2 

workers at a later date. 2)  SPRC is working on paperwork for 

the District Superintendent, including telling the DS what we 

need in a new pastor who will replace Gini when she retires next 

year. If anyone has ideas or comments about a new pastor, let an 

SPRC member know.  

 

Finance – 1) Financial reports from January through the end of 

July were distributed. Income received thus far in 2020 is 

$122,403.17 and expenses are $116,520.09. Some of this income 

is a member’s 2021 giving and the pastor’s pension payment of 

$620 per month has been forgiven for 6 months this year. If 

those 2 items were taken out of the income/expenditures, we 

would have a slight deficit. Thanks to all who have been faithful  



  

 

 

 

 

with their giving this year. 2) A nine-month giving statement for each  

member will be generated and available in early October.  

Trustees – 1) Glenn has shut off refrigerators in an effort to save money on 

electric bills.  2) The kitchen countertop has been replaced on the island 

where a sink was removed.  3) A Capital Campaign letter was sent asking 

for $15,000 from the congregation which would be matched with $15,000 

from the endowment fund. Thus far, we’ve received $12,625.00 from the   

congregation. Thank you! 

213 Task Force – Not currently meeting.  

Scouts – One of the troop’s fundraisers is to help set up and tear down East 

Grand Rapids Library’s used book sale. They earn about $600 in both the 

spring and fall. They didn’t do this in the spring and a fall sale is uncertain, 

which will hurt troop finances. They are looking at other fundraisers,         

including Spartan Store’s Direct Your Dollars program where grocery        

receipts are saved and turned in for money. Council members were asked 

how many would have receipts to give, but there weren’t a lot who shopped 

at Spartan Stores. The scout troop will continue to look for fundraisers.  

Miscellaneous – This year’s church conference will be a charge conference 

between the District Superintendent, SPRC, and the Church Council only 

and be held via zoom due to the coronavirus. It will be Sunday, Oct. 18 at 

5:30 pm.  

 

The next regular meeting will be September 15, 2020 at 7 pm, if needed.  

 

 

 

 



 
 

Pastor’s Page 

 
John:15:12: This is my commandment, that you love one another, 

even as I have loved you. 

 

My dream when I retire was to have my own home in the country, 

surrounded by woods. 

I have been looking for a home for a few weeks.  I amazed myself and 

bought a condo surround by condos.  What?  But it worked for me: it’s 

home.  I looked out the living room  window, saw the woods of my 

childhood, and actually started to cry.  It’s rare that I cry! 

My entire family has loved this parsonage.  The problem is that the 

only show/tub is upstairs.  As most of you know, my mother is living 

with me.  She is on Hospice, getting weaker, and can no longer climb 

the stairs.  She is the family’s primary focus for the next several 

months.  Imagine being in your last months (year?) and not able to 

bathe.  We need to move. 

I share this with you because I was recently told that some people in 

the church are going to be mad because I am moving out of the      

parsonage.  I was truly shocked!  This is done out of love for my 

mother.  Please understand! 

We are going to be starting in-person worship soon.  Some people are 

mad because we are doing this.  Some people have been mad because 

we have not done it sooner.  (And yes, some just slightly irritated.) 

Please understand!  We all have differing needs and concerns.  

COVID scares me!  They were talking about what it does to the lungs 

on the news just this morning.  It’s frightening!  So… 

For those of you who need in-person worship, please come.  You know 

all the rules by now.  Obey them.  Others need to worship as a       

congregation also, but we need to keep one another safe.             

OBEY THE RULES. 

For those of you who are able to worship well alone, and do not want 

to join in the corporate worship, I understand!  I will not allow my 

mother to worship with us and I know that will be hard on her, but 

it’s not safe for her. 

We are all one big family.  I am so proud of you because you are such 

a welcoming, giving congregation, but don’t let our differences divide 

us or cause any dissension.  Let us love on another.   

God bless, Pastor Gini 

 
   


