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Letter from Pastor Gini 
 

Dear Friends of St. Paul’s, 

          Thank you for all the prayers and statements of concern 

and affirmation.  I am doing well and when I am not, you won’t 

see me for a few days.  I believe the Lord is encouraging me to 

“lie down in green pastures, and leading me beside the still    

waters.  He is restoring my soul.”  And it is good for my soul.  

  And now on to my favorite subject, worship! (Okay,      

second favorite.  Coby and Robin come first, but on to work.)  I 

rejoiced in our worship services in January.  We had              

communion, baptisms, laying on of hands, new members, a  cel-

ebration of life, and a wedding.  God was with us in rich and vis-

ible abundance!  

  Sunday, February 2, we will have a unique Communion 

litany experience.  We will also have communion on Ash 

Wednesday, but not again during Lent until Maundy Thursday. 

(Yes, Lent is fast approaching us!  Ash Wednesday is February 

26. Worship is at 7pm.)                                                                          

                                                                                                                 

           Our first Sunday in Lent is March 1.  This year we will 

be studying the Lord’s Prayer during worship.  The awesome  

result of this is that we will celebrate the GREAT AMEN on 

Easter Sunday!  

 

            I pray you will find a special blessing of your bond with 

Christ during Lent.  What would that look like?  Feel like?  How 

would you change you?  What do you need to make that happen?  

Pray for it!  

 

God bless you, 

Pastor Gini  

 



 
The Pantry 

 

 

Coffee & Crafts 

Hi Crafty Friends,  

Our next craft class is on Valentine’s Day!  We will meet on February 14th at 1:00pm 

as usual, but our plans have changed.  We were going to make Valentine's Day cards, 

but we still have some fleece blankets to make.  The vote at last months class was to 

skip the cards, and make some more blankets since everyone seemed to enjoy that so 

much!  We will meet downstairs in the fellowship hall for those that were not present 

last month.  Several of us work on one blanket at a time, finish that, and move onto 

the next.  It really goes pretty fast that way!   We also want to plan what day we are 

taking these to the Veteran’s Home during this class.  Our plan is to take them in  

February.  I hope to see you all there!  Please call me or email me to let me know if 

you can make it.  This helps a great deal.  We are planning on doing something for the 

shut-ins at Clark this spring, and going for a visit.  They ARE in the plans!! 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.  243-5824 

Stay warm, 

Love, Michelle 

 

 
The Pantry, in conjunction with I Support the Girls organization is sponsoring a 

special event for the ladies in our neighborhood.  The event will take place at The 

Pantry, Wednesday, February 12th from 4pm-7pm.  They are planning a variety 

of activities, including hair styling, cosmetics, nutrition, hygiene, etc.  Now 

through February 6th, we will be collecting the following items:  new or gently 

used bras, new women's underwear, shampoo, conditioner, facial lotion, hand and 

body lotion, shower gel, etc. Please place your donations in the basket by the OTS 

table.  If you have questions or would like to help at this event, please see Roni 

McNeil.  616-245-0703. 

 

Our collection, beginning February 10th through the end of the month, will be 

soup and crackers.  They always have a supply of tomato soup, so chicken noodle 

or a different variety would be appreciated.  As always, any donation is              

appreciated.  Pleas check expiration dates.  Plastic grocery bags are always need-

ed!  Team 2 volunteers—Thursday, February 13th at 5:30pm.  If you are    unable 

to   volunteer this month, please find a sub from Team 1.   



 

 

I want to thank all who helped with Hayes’ memorial service. To 

all who helped with the luncheon, sound system, etc. To 

Georgene, Fran and especially Pastor Gini.  Thank you for all the cards, calls and 

prayers.   -Peg Cargill 

To the generous folks at St. Paul’s~  Thank you for donating warm weather gear 

to our kids. They have already been put to good use and we are just beginning to 

need them but winter is far from over!                                                                

Thanks again-The staff at Bowen Elementary 

Dear Pastor Heller, Thank you and the Church members for your donation of 

hand made lap robes for our members to the Grand Rapids Home for Veterans. 

Constructed in 1885, the Home has been providing quality care and a high quality 

of life for veterans and their spouses, serving every generation of America’s heroes 

since the Civil War.  Quality of life for our residents is enhanced greatly by        

donations such as this. Once again, thank you for remembering the residents at 

the Grand Rapids Home for Veterans.                                                                    

Our Veterans Thank You!  - Tracey Nelson, Chief Operating Officer, GRHV 

Coming up in Adult Sunday School:  

February 1, 16 & 23—Continuation of the study of Moses, Lead by Sharon Gould.  

February 9—Presentation of proposals to be brought before General Conference in 

May.  March 1 & 8.  Discussion of those proposals lead by Peg Edvenson. 

 

Prayer Request Phone Chain:  It has been suggested that maybe we start a 

prayer phone chain for those of you that don’t have email.  If this would be of     

interest to you, please let Peg Edvenson know.  455-8167 

 

Church office hours:  The office hours are changing slightly.  Starting February 

4, Heather’s hours will be 1:00pm-6:00pm every other Tuesday.  Wednesdays and 

Thursdays will remain 10:00am-2:00pm. 

 

Brunch Bunch: Will meet Friday, February 7, at 9:00am at Bob Evan’s on      

Kalamazoo.  All women are invited.  RSVP to Peg Edvenson—455-8167 or        

pedvenson@gmail.com 

https://www.umcor.org/


 

 

 

 

                      Our Hurting World  

We read or watch on the news and see communities overwhelmed by natural         

disaster. We hear about humanitarian crises arising from civil unrest and war. We 

know that famine and drought are caused by climate change and see in our own            

community signs of food insecurity. And, of course, when we are also in the midst of 

our own suffering, it is hard to see beyond our own needs to help someone else. 

Through the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR), we can make a       

difference in the lives of communities and individuals whose lives have been upended 

by storms, wars, climate change, and displacement. Through UMCOR, we see the 

impact of extravagant grace through the generosity of United Methodists.  

UMCOR lives out signs of Christ’s extravagant grace in the world by prayerfully 

working with communities that are overwhelmed by natural or man-made disasters. 

UMCOR builds on the strengths of what is already available in a community and    

actively involves the people affected in recovery efforts. One of the wonderful aspects 

of The United Methodist Church is that we can do so much more together than we 

ever could do on our own—and through our connection, UMCOR has been doing this 

for 80 years.     

The special offering received on UMCOR Sunday helps support the small but         

impactful UMCOR staff who are specialists in disaster response and recovery. Funds 

also ensure adequate training for emergency response coordinators, construction          

volunteers, and case managers who assist victims of disasters, chain saw gangs and 

sheetrock installers.  

Let us continue to ministry together.  March 22 is UMCOR Sunday!  

                                                   Dinner (No Movie) 

     We are seeking fundraising ideas for the Capital Campaign and The United      

Methodist Men.  I decided one thing I could do was have people in to eat.  I will plan a 

breakfast, lunch, or dinner for most months this year.  Yes, it may be a little pricey but 

I think everyone can find a meal they would enjoy.  I will provide meals at no cost, and 

all proceeds will be split between the capital campaign and UMM.  

     The present plan is $20 for dinner per person, and $10-15 for breakfast or lunch,  

depending on the menu. 

     I look forward to entertaining you and being able to serve God and the church in 

this manner.  (And I promise to pray over each meal!!) 

God bless,  

Pastor Gini  

https://www.umcor.org/

